[Determination of contrast sensitivity].
Measurement of contrast sensitivity function (CSF) for obtaining diagnostic information on the visual system has been strongly advocated in the US literature during the last few years. The basic concepts of this type of measurement, and in particular the definition of contrast for periodic objects, are explained here. The advantages and disadvantages of different methods of measuring CSF and the correlation between CSF and visual acuity are reviewed. The article concludes with a discussion of the clinical relevance of these measurements.